PRESS RELEASE

Capital Link Wins Lloyd’s List Award
RECOGNIZED FOR ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GREEK SHIPPING INDUSTRY

NEW YORK, DECEMBER 12, 2011—Since 2004, the annual
Lloyd’s List Greek Shipping Awards has recognized the
best in the dynamic Greek shipping industry. Based on
nominations from the wider shipping community that are
then assessed by a distinguished panel of industry judges,
the Greek Shipping Awards highlights some of the year’s
top performers and finest moments.
At this year’s ceremony, which took place in Athens on
Friday, December 2, 2011, Capital Link received the
“Piraeus International Centre Award,” which recognizes
those companies that have demonstrated outstanding
service to the Greek shipping industry, and have made an
outstanding contribution to the development of Greece as
a shipping business and service center.
Nicolas Bornozis, President of Capital Link, in accepting
the Award, stated, “This is an award that I accept on behalf
of the entire Capital Link team. We are honored to receive
this high distinction, and to be recognized by the Greek
shipping community, which validates our work and efforts.
Capital Link today works with the majority of shipping
companies listed on U.S. stock exchanges, as well as with
companies listed in London and Milan. This unprecedented
market share indicates that we are in the midst of activity by
listed shipping companies, investors, analysts and media,
all of which recognize Capital Link as the ‘go-to’ destination
when it comes to the global shipping industry. It translates

“

...we are in the midst of activity by
listed shipping companies, investors,
analysts and media, all of which
recognize Capital Link as the ‘goto’ destination when it comes to the
global shipping industry. It translates
into unique information flow, knowhow, and insight when it comes to
shipping and investors.

”

into unique information flow, know-how, and insight when
it comes to shipping and investors.
The U.S. market in particular, which has become the global
hub for listed shipping companies, is a huge and highly
complex marketplace. Shipping has become a part of U.S.
investment portfolios, and it still has a lot of potential for
further growth.
Our investor relations programs have enabled shipping
professionals in communicating their company news and
investment thesis to the global investment community
and press by taking advantage of today’s technological

Investor Relations & Financial Advisory:
Operating more like a boutique investment bank rather
than a traditional investor relations firm, our objective is to
assist our clients in enhancing long term shareholder value
and achieving proper valuation, through their positioning in
the investment community. We assist companies in several
ways: through determining their objectives, establishing the
proper investor outreach strategies, generating arecurring
information flow, while identifying the proper investor and
analyst target groups, and gathering investor and analyst
feedback and related market intelligence information, all
while keeping track of their peer group, and enhancing
their profile in the leading financial and trade media outlets.
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resources. With our webinars, conferences, stock market
indices, newsletters, and industry websites, Capital Link
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general Dimitris Mitsatsos
emphasised the voluntary nature of
the organisation and identified this
as a key to Helmepa’s success story.
The Award for Achievement in
Education or Training went to
Professor Andreas Merikas of the
University of Piraeus, founder and
head of the Maritime Financial
Management Lab.
Atlantic Bulk Carriers’
supramax bulker Desert Calm,
delivered earlier this year as the
lead ship in a series of eight highlyrated sister bulkers from Hyundai
Mipo Dockyard, deservedly
emerged as the Ship of the Year
from what was the strongest lineup of contestant vessels ever
nominated in this category.
Among the most warmly
received moments of the evening
was the Seafarer of the Year Award,
won by Capt Stylianos Peristerakis
of the Anek Lines ferry Artemis.
The master was awarded the
prize for participating in two
rescues at sea in a single week last
August, as well as his duties as a
master on one of the Aegean’s
marathon uneconomical routes
serving smaller and remote islands
with about 70 port calls a week.
The audience, who included
recently appointed deputy minister
in charge of shipping Adonis
Georgiadis, as well as the European
Commissioner for Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries, Maria Damanaki,
revelled in an evening which
underscored the prestige of the
Greek shipping industry. n

shipping companies, the Grimaldi
Naples group controls Minoan
Lines, one of Greece’s leading ferry
operators.
Mr Mamidakis is regarded as a
pioneer in the Greek oil business
and heads a number of maritime
and petroleum companies under
the Mamidakis group banner.
Capital Link’s Nicolas Bornozis
accepted the Piraeus International
Centre Award for his New Yorkbased investor relations firm,
which was hailed for helping to
build bridges between Greek
shipping and the capital markets.
Capital Link works with more than
20 listed Greek-interest ownerships.
However, it was a night in which

George Economou (right) receives the Newsmaker of the Year trophy from George
Xiradakis of XRTC Business Consultants.

Cargo Company of the Year Award,
while Andreas Martinos-led
Minerva Marine was named Tanker
Company of the Year for 2011.
Athens-listed Blue Star Ferries,
of Attica Group, beat out rivals to
take home the Passenger Line of the
Year trophy for the second time.
Announcement of the winners
in both the financing and
shipbroking encouraged plenty of
“small is beautiful” commentary.
Boutique shipping bank Aegean
Baltic won the Shipping Financier
of the Year Award for its continuing
impressive performance. Though
small, the bank has the highest
capital adequacy ratio of any Greek
bank.

the firm’s founder and managing
director Liona Bachas.
Stavros Hatzigrigoris, managing
director of Maran Tankers
Management, the tanker arm of the
Angelicoussis Shipping Group, was
a popular winner of the Technical
Achievement Award. The prize
principally recognised an
outstanding career at the helm of
the group’s rolling newbuilding
programme in tankers, dry bulkers
and liquefied natural gas carriers.
The Hellenic Marine
Environment Protection
Association — Helmepa — won the
2011 Award for Achievement in
Safety or Environmental
Protection. Accepting, director-

I would like to thank Nigel Lowry for the excellent work
he continues to do as the correspondent of Lloyd’s List in
Greece, as well as Lloyd’s List, and the esteemed panel
of judges for this unique honor. But above all, I want to
thank our clients, whose support and confidence enabled
us to build Capital Link to its present status. This award
motivates us to increase our efforts going forward.”
www.lloydslist.com/events

GREEK SHIPPING AWARDS 2011
CONGRATULATIONS
to all our WINNERS

About Capital Link, Inc.:

Dry Cargo Company of the Year

Award for Achievement in
Environmental Protection

Capital Link is a New York-based investor relations and
financial communications firm. Capitalizing on our in-depth
knowledge of the shipping industry and capital markets,
Capital Link has made a strategic commitment to the
industry, becoming the largest provider of investor relations
and financial communications services to international
shipping companies listed on the U.S. and European
Exchanges. Capital Link’s headquarters are in New York
with a presence in London and Athens.
Laskaridis Shipping Co. Ltd.
Tanker Company of the Year

Minerva Marine Inc.

Passenger Line of the Year

Blue Star Ferries

Shipbroker of the Year
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Hellaschart Ltd.

Shipping Financier of the Year

Aegean Baltic Bank

Technical Achievement Award

Stavros Hatzigrigoris

Piraeus International Centre Award

Capital Link Inc.

International Personality
of the Year

Emanuele Grimaldi

Helmepa

Ship of the Year

“Desert Calm”

Seafarer of the Year

Capt. Stylianos Peristerakis

In our effort to enhance the information flow to the
investment community and contribute to improving investor
knowledge of shipping, Capital Link has undertaken a
series of initiatives beyond the traditional scope of our
investor relations activity, such as:
• www.CapitalLinkShipping.com: A free, web-based
resource that provides information on the major shipping
and stock market indices, as well as on all shipping
stocks. It also features an earnings and conference call
calendar, industry reports from major industry participants
and interviews with CEOs, analysts, and other market
participants.
• Weekly Capital Link Shipping Markets Report: A free
weekly report with information on the news and activity of all
U.S., UK, and Milan listed shipping companies, providing a
review of the dry bulk, tanker, container, sales, and purchase
shipping markets, a review of the equity and bond markets
for shipping, interviews and company profiles, and more.
The report is distributed to an extensive audience in the
U.S. and European shipping investor community.
• Sector Forums & Webinars: Capital Link organizes
panel discussions among CEOs and analysts on various
shipping sectors (container, dry bulk, tanker) and on other
major topics of interest.
• Capital Link Investor Shipping Forums: Spanning
across New York, Athens and London, these forums bring
together investors, financial advisors, listed companies
CEOs, analysts, and shipping industry participants.
• www.MaritimeIndices.com: Through the Capital Link
Maritime Indices, Capital Link has developed and maintains
a series of stock market maritime indices, which track the
performance of U.S. listed shipping stocks (CL maritime
Index, CL Dry Bulk Index, CL Tanker Index, CL Container
Index, CL LNG/LPG Index, CL Mixed Fleet Index, CL
Shipping MLP Index – Bloomberg page: CPLI).
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